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students study abroad? For students studying a language 

or two, the answer is obvious: the immersion experience 

is essential to fuller language acquisition. Vocabulary and 

slang, the closer-to-real accent, improved comprehension 

and improved fluency are all gains made more quickly 

through a true immersion experience. But is that all? 

What other benefits are there, for language students or 

even for the strictly Anglophone student? 

 Mark Twain, famous American and consummate 
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http://turksheadreview.tumblr.com/


Page 3 THE AMBASSADOR Current & Upcoming Events 

East German Film Series 2012, Portrayals of Work and Love 

 This year’s EAST GERMAN 
FILM FESTIVAL Filming Women: 

Iris Gusner’s Portrayal of Work and 

Love builds on the successful series of 

East German films that has been 
launched by Professor Jamie H. Trnka. 

Since 2007, we have successfully 

collaborated with the DEFA Film 
Library in Amherst to bring films from 

the East German period that have 

portrayed different facets of “social 
realism” in East Germany, yet have 

challenged authorities in many ways.  

 The Fall 2012 Festival 

continues this tradition featuring three 
of Iris Gusner’s films. One of very few 

women to succeed as a feature film 

director at the East German DEFA 
Film Studios, Iris Gusner’s work is 

marked by her portrayal of female 

protagonists. Her much-heralded debut 
film, Die Taube auf dem Dach (The 

Dove on the Roof, 1973/2010), was 

banned for showing workers “in 

distress.” Her second film project was 
cancelled before shooting began. She 

finally achieved acclaim with her 

authentic and lively portrayal of 
female workers in Alle meine Mädchen 

(All My Girls, 1979), which became 

one of her most successful films. Her 

unique semi-autobiographical feature 
film, Wäre die Erde nicht rund (Were 

the Earth Not Round, 1981), was then 
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News From Our Former Students 

Students of the University of Scranton ASL courses volunteered at the School for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children. 
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Three New Ambassadors from Tunisia, Japan and Colombia  

 はじめまして（Hajimemashite）. Nice to meet you. I am Rika Kawahara�� the Japanese TA for 2012-2013 

academic year. First of all, I am grateful for this opportunity to come and teach in the University of Scranton. ありがと

うございます（Arigatoo gozaimasu）. I am from western part of Japan, Okayama Prefecture. You are great if you 
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